The Casual Gamer

· Description

· This person is here to hang out with their friends

· May enjoy the game, but would much prefer to be in the background

· It’s not the game. It’s the people

· The Good

· These are great players to fill out ranks.

· Will often play roles or characters as needed for the party.

· Can be a voice of reason when there is conflict – peacekeepers

· The most flexible player type

· Often the least self-centered player type

· Great for celebrating the success of others

· Don’t have to be the center of attention, and often don’t want to be

· Challenges

· Not as heavily invested in the game

· Can appear disinterested or disconnected

· May not bother to learn the rules or not know them as well

· Cannot make a game with entirely casual players

· It will stagnate and die

· Do not like being put on the spot

· DM Recommendations

· Don’t put them on the spot

· Don’t force them to be more engaged than they want to be

· Don’t assume they don’t care or aren’t paying attention just because they aren’t engaging like a Method Actor, Storyteller, or really any other type

· Don’t get frustrated when they don’t remember plot points or rules

· Encourage them to sit next to a Storyteller, Tactician, or Power Gamer

· Casual gamers usually don’t want to think too hard, so help them.

· This is also another way to encourage these other player types to shine

· For the Casual Gamer

· Try not to actually get too distracted, especially during pacing snarls

· Don’t be the pacing snarl.

· Know the basics of what your character can do, so you don’t slow combat and encounters. 

· Respond when needed

· Attach your character to another player’s character

· Makes decisions easier

· Can even copy those players actions

· For Other Players

· `Accept that the casual gamer is there to be with you

· They are there for friendship, camaraderie, the RL social element

· They may not enjoy the game the same way you do.

· Encourage their engagement, and don’t put them on the spot

· Give them ideas for their character or character actions
